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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : SE 0 102 907 A (MEVEIN HOLDING AG) 1 March 2003 (2003-03-01) 
D2: US-A-4 035 593 (RINIKER ET AL) 1 2 July 1 977 (1 977-07-1 2) 

1 . The application, does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because independent 
claims 1,6 and 8 are not clear. ■ 

The term "detail" used in the said claims is vague and leaves the reader in doubt as to the 
meaning of the technical features to which it refers, thereby rendering the definition of the 
subject-matter of the claims unclear (Article 6 PCT). 

2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of independent claim 6 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A device (see Fig. 2) for producing a generally flat, planar detail, such as an 
electronic product or a component of such, from a plastically formable material (30), 
comprising means for first applying an adhesive cover layer (34) containing colour 
pigment on at least one of the surfaces of the detail, and means (40) for subsequent 
forming the detail plastically in order to obtain its end form. 

The adhesive cover layer (34) according to D1 does not contain a circuit comprising 
electrical and/or optical conductors. However, the cover layer is not part of the device 
claimed, and the device disclosed in D1 is suitable to apply a cover layer containing such a 
circuit. Thus, D1 discloses a device with all the features of a device according to claim 6 
(see the PCT Guidelines 5.23). 

3. Furthermore, the subject-matter of independent claim 8 is not new in the sense of Article 
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33(2) PCT over document D2, and therefore the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT are not met. 

The document D2 discloses (the references parentheses applying to this document): 

A layer (10) containing colour pigments (ink, 14) and a circuit comprising electrical 
conductors (see col. 1, lines 61-66). 

The layer according to D2 is flexible (see col: 1 , lines 56-58) and therefore suitable to be 
used in the method according to claim 1 . Thus, D2 discloses a layer with all the features of 
a layer according to claim 8 (see the PCT Guidelines 5.21 ). 

4. The present application does not- meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 
PCT. 

' The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
1 , and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method of producing a generally flat, planar detail, such as an electronic product or 
a component of such, of a plastically formable material (30), comprising the steps of 
. first applying an adhesive cover layer (34) containing colour pigment on at least one 
of the surfaces of the detail, and forming the detail plastically in order to obtain its end 
form (see Fig. 2). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known method in that the cover 
layer contains a circuit comprising electrical and/or optical conductors. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to provide a detail 
with a built-in function. However, it is already generally known (eg. from D2) to include a 
circuit including electrical conductors into a flexible plastic layer in order to make a 
functional layer. Thus, it is obvious to the skilled person to endow the cover layer used in 
the device according to D1 with such a circuit in order to solve the above mentioned 
problem. Hence, the solution proposed in claim 1 does not involve an inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 
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5. Dependent claims 2-5, 7 and 9-12 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 

The additional features of claims 4, 5 and 7 are known from D1 , and the additional 
features of claims 2, 3 and 9-1 1 are known from D2. Thus, claims 7 and 9-1 1 are not novel 
over D1 and D2 respectively (Article 33(2) PGT), and claims 2-5 and 12 lack an inventive, 
step (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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